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Moon Landscape Welwitschia Tour  
 
The Namib Desert is a unique region that offers various sites to explore. The Moon landscape and the 
Welwitschia drive falls within the Nauklauft Park which is on of the biggest national parks in Africa.  
This drive can take up to 3 – 4 hours of driving which will allow you to explore each site and take 
spectacular photos.  This area lies in the Swakop river valley near Swakopmund.  
In this area you will be seeing variety of stones which is covered in Lichens, this is a composite organ-
isms consisting of a symbiotic association of a fungus. 
 
Along the way you will be able to find two kind of drought resistant shrubs which are predominant, 
such as the: Dollar Bush and the Ink Bush. There are a variety of lush vegetation a long the way to 
see such as the Camel Thorn and the anaboom and the tamarisk tree. One of the most unique fea-
tures of the desert is the Welwitschia Mirabilis which are known as the living fossils. 
 
Today there are still tracks visible from the ox wagon which where used decades ago.  
Swakop Valley Moon Landscape offers a splendid view and in the foreground are furrows caused by 
erosion. You will be seeing black ridges of dolerite which is a hard rock that snakes across the hills 
which led to a place called Dolerite Dyke which is an example of igneous rock, where molten lava 
penetrated into a crack in the older grey granitic rock. 

  
 
What to be seen on route: 

 
• Great variety of Lichens 
 
• Two kinds of drought resistant shrubs are predominant: Dollar Bush and Ink Bush 
 
• Swakop Moon Landscape Valley 
 
• Black Ridge of Dolerite Rock 
 
• Lush vegetation to found and a variety of birds and occasionally Springbucks, Klipspringer 

and baboons along the way 
 
• And the fossil of the desert : Welwitschia Mirabilis 
 
 


